
TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 7th March 2018 at Puttenham Village Hall at 8.15pm 
 

Present: Cllrs Ayling, Chalmers, Fox, Lovis, Morgan (in the Chair), Thirkettle and Ward (vice-Chair), the Clerk 
and 4 members of the public 

 
Minutes 

18/36 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received from Cllr Winship and were accepted by the Council. 
Borough Cllrs Conway and Hicks had also sent their apologies. 
 
18/37 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting 
None 
 
18/38 To approve Minutes of the Meeting on February 7th 2018 and sign as a true record 

(Minutes available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk) 
Cllr Ward proposed the Minutes of February 7th be accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Ayling. 
 
18/39 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda  
Cllrs reviewed actions and the log was updated. 
 
18/40 To update on outputs of Pump Track consultation  
Cllr Thirkettle reported that the Public Consultation for the Pump Track had taken place at the end of February. 
Minutes of the consultation had been circulated to all Cllrs. Cllr Thirkettle summarised that the view at the meeting 
was unanimously positive towards having a pump track in the Parish and making use of the funding from DBC. 
Discussing Long Marston as a location, Cllr Fox reported that there were concerns from residents whose properties 
backed onto the recreation Ground about having the track near their properties due to potential noise. Another 
option was to have the track at the top of the recreation Ground, away from all properties. Cllr Thirkettle said that 
some attendees had felt this was too far away from the other play equipment and it would be more helpful as a 
parent to have the equipment located together. Cllr Fox said that in summary the preference was to have the track at 
the top of the Recreation Ground (the opposite end to the Changing Rooms). Cllr Morgan said that there had been 
concerns raised about flooding and poor drainage at the top of the Rec and asked whether this would affect the track. 
Cllr Thirkettle said the company had checked both locations and were happy that the track could be sited at the top of 
the Rec. Cllr Morgan asked about residents wanting the track in Wilstone and Cllr Thirkettle said the view at the 
consultation was that Long Marston was preferable.  
Cllr Ayling proposed that the Council accept the funding from DBC and go ahead with the installation of a pump track 
in the Parish; this was seconded by Cllr Ward. 
Cllr Fox proposed that the pump track be located in Long Marston at the top of the Recreation Ground; this was 
seconded by Cllr Chalmers. 
Cllr Thirkettle said he would get in touch with DBC who would be running the procurement process. The Clerk would 
speak to the insurers. Cllr Fox asked about whether signage was required informing about protective clothing and 
parents being responsible. Cllr Thirkettle said he would speak to the MD about whether they could provide a sign. 
(Action) 
 
18/41 To approve terms agreed with Wilstone Village Hall committee in relation to the lease  
Cllr Chalmers reported that a meeting had taken place with the Wilstone Village Hall committee and both parties had 
agreed that they had a copy of the correct lease and agreed the demised area. Minutes of the meeting had been 
circulated to all Cllrs and to the WVH committee. The following key points were agreed: 
WVH are responsible for the building and the car park; TRPC are responsible for the Recreation Ground and the patio 
area outside the hall. 
The children’s playground sits on land leased by WVH; however it was agreed that TRPC would continue to insure and 
maintain the area within the playground fence, including all furniture and equipment contained within. 
WVH own the hall building and it will come off the TRPC asset register and insurance; the patio area will need to be 
referenced on TRPC insurance. 



Both parties will be named on each other’s insurance. WVH as lessee will be named on the clothing bank agreement. 
Every year, WVH will show the Clerk copies of their insurance certificates and a copy of their annual accounts; TRPC 
will show WVH their insurance certificates. 
Cllr Chalmers said that TRPC would pay for the full tree survey agreed at a previous meeting but if any work was 
required to trees in the demised area then WVH would pick up the costs. 
Cllr Morgan said that if the Council were in agreement with the points raised then a letter would be drafted as an 
attachment to the lease, clarifying the management points, which would be signed by both parties. This would be 
instead of incurring legal costs to change the actual lease. (Action) 
Cllr Chalmers proposed that the Council agree the points; this was seconded by Cllr Lovis. 
 
18/42 To share and agree Terms of Reference for Highways Working Party  
Cllr Fox had circulated the proposed Terms of Reference for the Highways Working Party which summarised their 
priorities and approach. He said that key highways issues would be logged on a map and the WP would come back to 
the Council in a few months with an update. 
Cllr Fox proposed that the Council accept the terms of reference; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle. 
 
18/43 To approve location for defibrillator at Long Marston and approve the cost for installation and annual 

electricity charge  
Cllr Morgan had circulated a quote for a defibrillator cabinet recommended by the South Central Ambulance service 
for £495 +vat + carriage. The cabinet would be locked. Cllr Morgan had also circulated a quote for the electrical 
installation of £140 + vat. He suggested that TRPC should pay a standing charge of £18.00 a year to LMVH for the 
electricity required for the defibrillator. The cabinet would be located on the front of the building and LMVH are 
happy with both the location and amount to cover the electricity. 
Cllr Morgan proposed the quotes and charge for electricity be accepted by the Council; this was seconded by Cllr 
Ayling. 
 
18/44 To update on Parish Play schemes  
Cllr Ayling reported that a meeting had taken place with APEX and it had been agreed to run two weeks of holiday 
camps during the school summer holidays this year. Charges and costs needed to be agreed and the dates would be 
publicised immediately after Easter.  Cllr Ayling said it had been a positive meeting and there was a good relationship 
with APEX. Cllr Lovis confirmed that WVH hadn’t wanted to disrupt their regular bookings and so Wilstone Hall 
wouldn’t be available for the holiday clubs; both weeks would take place in Long Marston. 
 
18/45 To review and approve quote for: 

a. Verge Cutting  - Cllr Chalmers reported that he had been approached by a contractor wanting to quote 
to cut the verges in the Parish. He had then realised that his current equipment wasn’t strong enough for 
the job and will quote again next year. The contractor who did the work in 2017, MW Agri quote for the 
work at a cost of £3,800 + vat. This is an increase of £360 on last year due to the increased cost of fuel. 
This had been budgeted for. Cllr Chalmers proposed the Council accept the quote; this was seconded by 
Cllr Morgan. 

b. Refurbishment of Wilstone notice board  - since the last meeting, the notice board had been forced 
open and now needed more repairs. Cllr Chalmers reported that the cost of a new one would be £340. 
Cllr Morgan agreed to have a look at what repairs would be required and come back to the following 
meeting with a proposal. (Action) 

c. Lychgate roof at cemetery, Bus stop roof, posts around LM war memorial and metal stakes in bollards 
at LM Rec  - Cllr Morgan had circulated a quote for the work of £700 and proposed the Council accept 
the quote; this was seconded by Cllr Ayling. Cllr Morgan noted that there was money in the budget to 
cover the work. 

 
18/46 To discuss Litter Picking in the Parish  
Cllr Ayling thanked Mr Bygate for the donation of High Vis jackets. 
Cllr Ayling asked whether following from the discussion last month about the parishioners who had been litter picking 
around Wilstone, whether the Council wanted to support litter picking initiatives and how these should be structured. 
Cllr Thirkettle said he thought it would need to be co-ordinated and asked whether the Council could provide 
equipment. The Clerk said that residents or the Council could contact the Clean, Safe & Green team at DBC who would 



lend litter pickers and provide bags and dispose of the rubbish. Cllr Ayling said that there was a current DBC initiative 
and it might be a good idea for the Council to link with that. 
 
18/47 To agree fees for Wilstone Cemetery effective from 1st April 2018  
Following the discussion at the last meeting, the Clerk had circulated the revised fees. The Clerk had noted that the 
fees double for those not resident in the Parish at the time of their death. 
Cllr Lovis proposed the fees were accepted, effective from 1st April 2018; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle. 
 
18/48 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery  
None 

18/49 Planning 
a. The following applications were discussed 
4/00206/18/FHA & 4/00207/18/LBC – Threshing Barn, 45 New Road, Wilstone 
Construction of Storm Porch over front door 
NO OBJECTION 
4/00470/18/TCA – All Saints Church, Long Marston 
Works to Trees 
NO OBJECTION 
 
b. The following DBC planning decisions were noted: 
4/00044/18/AGD – College Farm, Wingrave Road, Gubblecote 
Steel framed storage building 
Prior approval required and granted 
4/02869/17/FHA – Orchard House, Astrope Lane 
Single & first floor front, side and rear extensions 
GRANT 

 
18/50 Finance 

a. The following summary of previous payments & receipts was noted: 
Payments 
C Reedman (£39.15), HMRC (£60.00), D Bateman (£39.74), Cecilia Hall, Puttenham (£144.00), Town & 
Country Landscaping (£1,100.00) 
Direct Payments 
L Bancroft (£422.36), C Reedman (£232.79), EON (£19.93), Palmers Business Support (£18.00)  
Receipts 
Cemetery (£448.70)  
Interest (£1.93) 
Business Reserve 17th February 2018  £41,657.40 
 
Cllr Ayling requested a note be put on future agendas as to the state of the Business Reserve. 
 
b. Cllr Ayling proposed a resolution to make the following payments; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle 

Payee Amount For 
HMRC £60.00 Tax on February salaries 
C Reedman £47.25 Warden expenses January 
L Bancroft £118.78 Payment for hygiene services for LM disabled toilet 
JRB £132.90 Dog Waste Bags 

  
c. Unity Trust Bank Account – the Council approved the authorised signatories to the account, Cllrs Ayling, 

Chalmers, Morgan and Ward and the relevant form was signed. Cllrs signed the form to transfer funds 
from the NatWest account to Unity Trust. The Clerk explained that the other information required to 
open the account had been submitted online. Cllr Thirkettle proposed a resolution to make a payment of 
£500 to open the new account; this was seconded by Cllr Ayling 

d. Cllr Training - Cllr Morgan proposed the Council approve a payment  of £40 to HAPTC for Cllr Ward to 
attend the Planning Essentials Training course 



e. Hygiene collection at disabled toilet – the Clerk queried the hygiene collection, whether it was a legal 
requirement and whose responsibility it was now the agreement was in place. She asked whether it was 
necessary as the toilet was rarely open. It was agreed the Clerk should look into whether hygiene 
collection was a legal requirement. (Action) 

 
18/51 The following correspondence had been received: 

 FOI Request – copy of agreement between TRPC and LMFC ref Long Marston Changing Rooms; the Clerk had 
provided the information. A follow-up letter had then been received querying some of the points in the 
agreement. It was agreed the Council would respond to the letter. (Action) 

 FOI Request – Spend and income on Playschemes and spend on dog waste bags; the Clerk had provided the 
information. 

 Email from resident registering interest in purchasing strip of land adjacent to 49 Tring Road, Wilstone; the 
Council noted the interest 

 Email from resident regarding screening at Wilstone playground – this had been an outstanding action for the 
Council to consider from when the play equipment was initially installed in 2017. Cllr Chalmers agreed to look 
at the original request and come back to the Council with some costed options. (Action) 

 
18/52 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, 

Councillors can’t take decisions on items raised under AOB) 
 Cllr Ward reported that she had attended a CDA event in February on Community-led housing with a 

parishioner which had been very informative. Cllr Ward had been approached by David Barrett from DBC 
about  possibly doing a community-led housing project in Wilstone. The first step would be a Housing Needs 
Survey. Cllr Ward along with Cllrs Morgan & Ayling were meeting with CDA and David Barrett in March to 
discuss the next steps. 

 Cllr Morgan reported that Cllr Winship had been approached about drainage issues at the top of Long 
Marston recreation Ground. There had been an action on the previous Council to understand what was 
required and what the cost would be. There is a French Drain which runs from the top of the Rec. The left 
hand side at the top gets very waterlogged. Cllr Thirkettle said he thought the issue only really affected the 
football pitch and Cllr Lovis asked why the Council would get involved in this. Cllr Morgan said that it was on 
Council land. It was agreed that the Council should try and understand the issue (Action) 

 Cllr Ward expressed the Council’s thanks to Clayton Rae, DBC Countryside Access Officer, for the quick work 
in repairing two footpath bridges in the Parish. Cllr Ward said she had received a quote to complete the work 
to FP 24 and that along with the Clerk she would be applying for a P3 grant to fund this work. 

 Cllr Lovis said he thought it would be good if Village News could publish the Parish Meeting in full. The Clerk 
confirmed that this was what normally happened. Cllr Lovis said he thought next year the Parish Meeting 
should be held in either Wilstone or Long Marston to encourage more parishioners to attend. 

 Cllr Chalmers said that the question of whether the Council are prepared to sell the land adjacent to 49 Tring 
Road, Wilstone would be raised at the next meeting and Cllr Chalmers would circulate a note on the issue to 
Cllrs. Cllr Ayling questioned how such an item would work given that the Council had already made a decision 
on the matter. The Clerk said a Council could reverse a decision and she would clarify the process for this. 

 The Clerk reported that she had attended a session on GDPR which would come into effect on May 25th, at 
DBC.  

 Cllr Fox reported that during a meeting with County Cllr Hollinghurst, he had discovered that Long Marston is 
on a designated lorry route and it was difficult to know when this had happened and how to get the 
designation changed. Cllr Morgan commented that County Cllr Hollinghurst had previously attended the 
Parish Council meetings and that it would be good to see him again. 
 

 
18/53 The meeting was opened for Public Participation 

 The Village Warden raised the issue of the ‘no right turn’ sign into Wilstone Village Hall. The sign is no longer 
reflective and is positioned in the wrong place. The Warden had reported this to Herts. CC. There is a sign on 
the gates of Wilstone Rec saying ‘the nearest telephone is..’ the Warden had taped this out as there is no 
longer a telephone there. The Warden reported cases of anti-social behaviour at the back of Wilstone Hall 
and had reported these to the police. The Warden said he had in his possession a radar speed gin that could 
be used for covert figure gathering. 



 A member of the public questioned the amount spent on dog waste bags by the Council and said that a 
number of other Councils had stopped provision of dog bags. Cllr Ward agreed to follow up with these 
Councils to see the impact this had had on the amount of dog mess in the parish. (Action) 

 A member of the public commented on the original decision to sell the land adjacent to 49 Tring Road, 
Wilstone . The Clerk confirmed the land hadn’t been valued. 

 
As there was no further business the meeting was close at 9.58pm 

 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th April at Wilstone Village Hall at 8pm. 
 
Lucy Bancroft        Thursday 21st March 2018   
Clerk, Tring Rural Parish Council 
tringruralclerk@gmail.com 


